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riam, Moses’ Friend

il t i5 One Of the great mysteries of the Torah. Arriving at Kadesh,
the people find themselves without water. They complain to Moses and
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Aaron. The two leaders go to the Tent of Meeting and there they are told
by God to take the staff and speak to the rock, and water will emerge,
Moses’ subsequent behaviour is extraordinary. He takes the staff
He and Aaron gather the people. Then Moses says: “Listen now, you
rebels, shall we bring you water out of this rock?” Then “Moses raised
his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff” (Num. 20:10-11).
This was the behaviour that cost Moses and Aaron their chance of
leading the people across the Jordan into the Promised Land. “Because
\ ( you did not have enough faith in Me to sanctify Me in the sight of the
Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I have given

them” (Num. 10:12).

The commentators disagree as to which aspect of Moses’ behav-

lour was wrong. His-anger? His act of striking the rock instead of speak-
Lm ing to it? The implication that it was he and Aaron, not God, who were
bringing water from the rock? I have contended in the past that Moses
neither sinned nor was punished. He merely acted as he had done almost
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